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State bars creating 


local soda taxes 
through 2030 


Move averts measure backed by soft drink industry 


BY ALEXEI KOSEFF 
akoseff@sacbee.com 


alifornia cities and 
counties will be 
banned from creating 
taxes on soda and 
other sugary drinks for more 
than a decade under a measure 
signed Thursday by Gov. Jerry 


Brown. 

Assembly Bill 1838, which 
prohibits new local taxes on 
“groceries” through 2030, was 
the linchpin of a complex politi- 
cal deal between the beverage 
industry and organized labor 
that emerged over the past 
week. Proponents of a separate 
initiative, primarily funded by 
soda companies like Coca-Cola 


and Pepsi, that would make it 
harder to raise state and local 
taxes agreed to remove their 
measure from the ballot in ex- 
change for the moratorium. 
“Mayors from countless cities 
have called to voice their alarm 
and to strongly support the 
compromise which this bill 
represents,” Brown wrote in his 
signing message. He also ex- 


pressed concern that the initia- 
tive would have placed restric- 
tions on the ability of state reg- 
ulatory agencies to create new 
charges: “This would be an 
abomination.” 

“For these reasons, I believe 
Assembly Bill 1838 is in the 
public interest and must be 
signed,” Brown wrote. 

Earlier in the day, both the 
Senate and the Assembly passed 
the measure, reflecting the 
blazing speed with which the 
deal came together just last 
weekend. Democrats, who com- 
prise a majority of the Legisla- 
ture and provided most of the 
votes for AB 1838, said they had 
been put in an impossible bind 
by the initiative. 

Sen. Scott Wiener, a San 
Francisco Democrat who was 
among a handful of no votes, 
compared it to a “nuclear wea- 
pon” aimed at local government 
budgets. He urged public health 
advocates to direct their anger 
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People walk from the direction of the Capital Gazette building, where five people were fatally shot Thursday in Annapolis, Maryland. 


5 dead, man in custody after 


attack on 


BY BRIAN WITTE 
Associated Press 


ANNAPOLIS, MD. 

A man armed with smoke 
grenades and a shotgun at- 
tacked journalists at a newspa- 
per in Maryland’s capital Thurs- 
day, killing five people before 
police quickly stormed the 
building and arrested him, po- 
lice and witnesses said. 

Police said the suspect was a 
white man in his late 30s whose 
shotgun rampage at The Capital 
Gazette followed social media 
threats directed at the newspa- 
per. A law enforcement official 
said the suspect has been identi- 
fied as Jarrod W. Ramos. The 
official was not authorized to 
discuss the ongoing investiga- 
tion by name and spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Authorities said the gunman 
entered the building in a target- 
ed attack and “looked for his 
victims.” He had smoke gre- 
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Maryland police officers at the scene after multiple people were shot 


nades and fired a shotgun at his 
victims, according to Anne 
Arundel County Acting Police 


Chief William Krampf. 
“This person was prepared 


at a newspaper office building in Annapolis, Md., Thursday. 


today to come in, this person 
was prepared to shoot people. 
His intent was to cause harm,” 
Krampf said. 

Among the victims was veter- 
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THIS PERSON WAS 
PREPARED TODAY 

TO COME IN, THIS 
PERSON WAS 
PREPARED TO SHOOT 
PEOPLE. HIS INTENT 
WAS TO CAUSE HARM. 


William Kramp, Anne Arundel 
County acting police chief 


an journalist and columnist Rob 
Hiaasen, 59, brother of novelist 
Carl Hiaasen. Carl Hiaasen said 
he was “devastated and heart- 
sick” at the loss of a brother he 
called “one of the most gentle 
and funny people I’ve ever 
known.” 

Krampf said the gunman was 
a Maryland resident and search 


warrants were being sought for 


his home. 
The man had obsessively 
harassed and threatened the 


publication’s journalists for 
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Trump, 
Putin plan 
to hold 
summit in 
Helsinki 


BY JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND CATHERINE LUCEY 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
and Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin firmed up plans 
Thursday to meet in Helsinki 
next month for a closely 
watched sit-down that will 
play out just days after what 
is likely to be a tense meeting 
between Trump and some of 
the United States’ closest 
allies. 

Trump and Putin will meet 
July 16 against the backdrop of 
an ongoing special counsel 
probe into possible ties be- 
tween the president’s cam- 
paign and Russian officials. 
The investigation into Russian 
election meddling has raised 
tensions between Moscow and 
Washington at a time when 
Trump has repeatedly said he 
wants to build a strong person- 
al relationship with Putin. 

“We’re looking forward to 
it. If we could all get along, it 
would be great. The world has 
to start getting along,” Trump 
said during a visit to Wiscon- 
sin on Thursday. The day 
before, he said they would 
discuss Syria, Ukraine and 
“many other subjects.” 

The summit location and 
date were announced in syn- 
chronized statements from 
Moscow and Washington, with 
the White House saying the 
two presidents will “discuss 
relations between the United 
States and Russia and a range 
of national security issues.” 

Trump’s relationship with 
Putin has long been the 
source of intrigue, both at 
home and in world capitals. 
He has repeatedly praised his 
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